
English Language Arts Exam  

April 1,2,3 

 

Mathematics Exam 

April 30, May 1 and May 2 
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Some of the important changes include: 

English Language Arts Exam  
The 2014 ELA tests will be split into 3 books 

administered across 3 days. 

 

Day 2 will consist of one book with both multiple-
choice and short and extended  response 
questions. 

 

 In Grades 5–8, Day 2, will have fewer passages 
and questions than Day 2 of the 2013 tests. 
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Assessing the CCLS for English Language Arts 
 The 2014 Common Core English Language Arts Test will focus entirely on the CCLS for 

English Language Arts & Literacy. As such, the assessments will approach reading, writing, 
and language differently from past assessments.  

 

 The 2014 Common Core English Language Arts Test will assess Reading, Writing, and 
Language Standards using multiple-choice, short-response, and extended-response 
questions.  

 

 All questions will be based on deep reading of informational and literary texts.  

 

 All texts will be drawn from authentic, grade-level works that are worthwhile to read.  

 

 Reading and Language Standards will be assessed using multiple-choice questions. 

 

 Short-response questions (2-point) will primarily assess reading, but will also require 
writing and command of language.  

 

 Extended-response questions (4-point) will assess Writing from Sources, whereby student 
responses will be rated on the degree to which they can communicate a clear and coherent 
analysis of text. 
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Shifts Assessed on ELA Exam 
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What It Means to Use Authentic Texts  

  State testing programs use either commissioned or authentic texts, or a 
combination, as passages for questions.  

 

 Commissioned texts are authored by test developers or writers and are developed 
specifically for use in standardized tests. 

 

 The 2014 Common Core English Language Arts Test will use only authentic texts. 

 

 Authentic texts are published works that are typically encountered by students in 
daily life, such as in magazines, books or newspapers.  

 

Why Authentic Texts? 

Many of the Common Core Reading for Information Standards require students to 
recognize how authors support their opinions, to understand the author’s point of view 
and purpose, and to be able to discern well-supported arguments from those that are 
not. In order to assess these standards on the test, we must include text passages that 
express opinions and theories with which not all readers may agree. Students must 
demonstrate their ability to determine point of view, purpose, and success of 
argumentation with supporting evidence in subjects that they will encounter both in 
other academic classes and in their daily lives. 
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Grades 3-8 Common Core English Language Arts 
Test  Range of Informational Texts  

 
 One of the major shifts of the CCLS is an emphasis on developing 

skills for comprehending and analyzing informational texts. The CCLS 
for English Language Arts calls for a balance of literary and 
informational texts. This balance is reflected in the standards, 
instruction, and in the texts selected for the exam. 

 

 The array of passages selected for the 2014 tests will assess whether 
students can comprehend and analyze a range of informational texts.  

 

 The 2014 Grades 3-8 Common Core English Language Arts Test will 
have questions on a variety of informational texts.  
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Range of Informational Texts 
The chart below categorizes common informational texts according to their structure. Please note that the chart 

below is not specific to a grade level, rather it is meant to help teachers understand the range of informational 

texts that students may encounter by the end of Grade 8 
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ELA Exam- April 1,2,3  
The 2014 ELA Exam will consist of  three books administered over three days.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Book 1 consists of multiple-choice questions only.  

 

 Book 2  consists of reading passage(s) with multiple-choice questions and reading passages 

followed by short and extended-response questions 

 

 Book 3 consists of reading passages with short and extended-response questions.  
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Multiple Choice Questions 
 Students will select the correct response from 4 multiple choice answers. 

 

 Tests at every grade level will contain both literary and informational reading passages. 

 

 Multiple-choice questions will ask students to analyze different aspects of a given text, 
including central idea, style elements, character and plot development, and vocabulary. 
Almost all questions, including vocabulary questions, will only be answered correctly if the 
student comprehends and makes use of the whole passage.  

 

 Multiple-choice questions will ask students to analyze aspects of text or vocabulary. Many 
questions will require students to combine skills.  

 

For example, questions may ask students to identify a segment of text that best supports the central 
idea. To answer correctly, a student must first comprehend the central idea and then show 
understanding of how that idea is supported. Questions will require more than rote recall or 
identification. Students will also be required to negotiate plausible, text-based distractors. Each 
distractor will require students to comprehend the whole passage. 
 A distractor is an incorrect response that may appear to be a plausible correct response to a student who has not 

mastered the skill or concept being tested 
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Short-Response 
 Short-response questions are designed to assess Common Core Reading and Language 

Standards. 

 

 These are single questions in which students use textual evidence to support their own 
answers to an inferential question. 

 

 These questions ask the student to make an inference (a claim, position, or conclusion) 
based on his or her analysis of the passage, and then provide two pieces of text-based 
evidence to support his or her answer. 

 

 It is important to note that students who answer the question only using details from the 
text will NOT receive full credit. A full-credit response is characterized by both an inference 
and textual support. 

 

 The purpose of the short-response questions are to assess a student’s ability to 
comprehend and analyze text.  

 

 In responding to these questions, students will be expected to write in complete sentences.  

 

 Responses require no more than three complete sentences. 
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Extended-Response  

  Extended-response questions are designed to assess Writing from Sources. They 
will focus primarily on Common Core Writing Standards.  

 

 Extended-response questions will require comprehension and analysis of an 
individual text  or paired texts.  

 

 Paired texts require students to read and analyze two related texts. Paired texts 
are related by theme, genre, tone, time period, or other characteristics. For paired 
texts, students will be expected to synthesize ideas between and draw evidence 
from both texts.  

 

 Many extended-response questions will ask students to express a position and 
support it with text-based details.  

 

 Extended-response questions allow students to demonstrate their ability to write a 
coherent essay using textual evidence to support their ideas. 

 

 Student responses will be evaluated based on Common Core Writing Standards 
and a student’s command of evidence to defend his or her point. 
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Time on Task vs  Permitted Time  
Each grade is given estimated time on task for each part of the exam. However, the 

students will be permitted a larger amount of time to complete the test. 

 

Schedule tests for full amount of time. Teachers ARE to allow students to work until 

permitted time (not time on task). I will only be using permitted times in this power point 

 

For example: The 2014 Grade 8 Common Core English Language Arts Test is designed so 

that most students will complete Day 1 testing in about 70 minutes, Day 2 testing in about 

60 minutes, and Day 3 testing in about 50 minutes. While it is likely that most students will 

complete testing within these times, students will be permitted 90 minutes to complete 

the test each day. This design provides ample time for students who work at different 

paces. 
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ELA EXAM  

DAY 1- BOOK 1- April 1 
GRADES 3-8 

 
 

GRADE 

 
NUMBER OF  
PASSAGES  

NUMBER OF 
MULTIPLE CHOICE 
QUESTIONS  

TOTAL TIME TO 
COMPLETE  

GRADE 3 5 30 70 minutes 

GRADE 4 5 30 70 minutes 

GRADE 5 6 42 90 minutes 

GRADE 6 6 42 90 minutes 

GRADE 7 6 42 90 minutes 

GRADE 8 6 42 90 minutes 

Day 1 –Book 1 students will read passages and answer multiple 

choice questions.  
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ELA EXAM  

DAY 2- BOOK 2- April 2 
  

Grade Reading 

Passages  

Multiple 

Choice 

Questions  

Writing 

Passages 

Short 

Response 

Extended 

Response 
Time  

3 1 7 2 3 1 70 minutes 

4 1 7 2 3 1 70 minutes 

5 1 7 2 3 1 90 minutes 

6 1 7 2 3 1 90 minutes 

7 1 7 2 3 1 90 minutes 

8 1 7 2 3 1 90 minutes 

 

Book 2 consists of: 

• Reading passages with multiple-choice questions 

                             AND   

• Reading passages followed by short- and/or extended-response questions. 
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DAY 3-  BOOK 3 – April 3 
GRADES 3-8 

GRADES PASSAGES SHORT RESPONSES EXTENDED RESPONSE  

3-8 3 PASSAGES 5 SHORT 

RESPONSES 

1 EXTENDED 

RESPONSE  

Students in Grades 3-8 will read 3 passages, answer 5 short 

response questions and 1 extended response question. 

Grades 3 and 4 – 70 minutes 

Grades 5-8- 90 minutes   
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April 30,May 1, May 2 

2014 
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IMPORTANT CHANGES FOR 2014 MATH EXAM  
 Fewer questions on the 2014 Grades 3–8 Mathematics Tests than the 2013 tests. 

 

 Shorter administration times for the 2014 Grade 3–8 Mathematics Tests than in 2013. 

 

 Clarifications to the Mathematics rubrics and scoring policies; and a change in 
content emphasis in Grade 8. 

 

 Grade 6-8 Mathematics Tests, students will NOT be permitted to use calculators for 
Book 1.  

 

 For Grade 6 Mathematics Tests, Book 2 and Book 3, students must have the 
exclusive use of a 4-function calculator with a square root key OR a scientific 
calculator. 

 

 For Grades 7 and 8,  For Book 2 and Book 3, students must have the exclusive use 
of a scientific calculator 
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Math Exam Overview 

Three day exam- April 30, May 1, May 2 for Grades 3-8 

 

 April 30- Day 1- Multiple-choice questions only.  

 

 May 1- Day 2- Multiple-choice questions only.  

 

 May 2- Day 3 - Short and Extended response questions. 
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Math – DAY 1  

April 30 

Multiple Choice Questions Only 
 

 Grade 3- 24 multiple choice questions- 60 minutes 

 

 Grade 4-  24 multiple choice questions- 60 minutes 

 

 Grade 5 - 24 multiple choice questions- 80 minutes 

 

 Grade 6 -28 multiple choice questions- 80 minutes 

 

 Grade 7 - 28 multiple choice questions- 80 minutes 

 

 Grade 8 - 28 multiple choice questions- 80 minutes 
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Math – DAY 2  

May 1 

Multiple Choice Only  
 

 Grade 3- 24 multiple choice questions- 60 minutes 

 

 Grade 4- 25 multiple choice questions- 60 minutes 

 

 Grade 5 - 25 multiple choice questions- 80 minutes 

 

 Grade 6 - 27 multiple choice questions- 80 minutes 

 

 Grade 7 - 27 multiple choice questions- 80 minutes 

 

 Grade 8 - 27 multiple choice questions- 80 minutes 
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Math – DAY 3  

May 2 

Short  & Extended Responses 
 

 Grade 3- 5 short responses & 3 extended response questions -  70 minutes 

 

 Grade 4- 6 short responses & 4 extended response questions-   90 minutes 

 

 Grade 5 –6 short responses & 4 extended response questions-  90 minutes 

 

 Grade 6 - 6 short responses & 4 extended response questions-  90 minutes 

 

 Grade 7 - 6 short responses & 4 extended response questions-  90 minutes 

 

 Grade 8 - 6 short responses & 4 extended response questions -  90 minutes 
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Items to consider 
When Students Have Completed Their Tests  
 Students who finish their assessment before the allotted time expires should be encouraged to go back 

and check their work. Once the student checks his or her work, or chooses not to, examination materials 

should be collected by the proctor. After a student’s assessment materials are collected, that student may 

be permitted to read silently.* This privilege is granted at the discretion of each school. No talking is 

permitted and no other schoolwork is permitted.  

*For more detailed information about test administration, including proper procedures for talking to students 

during testing and handling reading materials, please refer to the 2014 School Administrator’s Manual and the 

Teacher’s Directions.  

 

Cell Phones 
 Cell phones are not permitted in rooms where testing is taking place. 

 Any student who refuses to relinquish their cell phone will not be permitted to take the test. 

 Test will be invalid for any student caught with a cell phone during testing. 
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Reporting  Testing Irregularities  

Examples of other testing irregularities, unrelated to intentional 
misconduct, that must be reported include, but are not limited to:  

 All interruptions of testing sessions including those caused by fire alarms, 
bomb threats, power outages, or weather-related incidents.  

 All instances in which a State exam is administered without Department 
authorization at a time outside the published Statewide schedule.  

 All cases in which student test booklets or answer papers are lost prior to the 
recording of the scores in students’ permanent records.  

 All instances in which students did not receive testing accommodations they 
were entitled to receive.  

 

The principal is responsible for immediately reporting any irregularities 
concerning test administration to:  

 NYCDOE Borough Assessment Implementation Director (BAID) 
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Borough Assessment 
Implementation Directors(BAID) 
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For Additional Testing 
Information:  

NYCDOE Memoranda, Procedures, and Contacts 

http://schools.nyc.gov/Accountability/resources/testing
/Memoranda+Procedures.htm  

 

New York State Education Department: 

http://www.nysed.gov  

 

Test Guides for English Language Arts and Mathematics 

http://www.engageny.org/resource/test-guides-for-
english-language-arts-and-mathematics 

 

 
26 

http://schools.nyc.gov/Accountability/resources/testing/Memoranda+Procedures.htm
http://schools.nyc.gov/Accountability/resources/testing/Memoranda+Procedures.htm
http://schools.nyc.gov/Accountability/resources/testing/Memoranda+Procedures.htm
http://www.nysed.gov/
http://www.engageny.org/resource/test-guides-for-english-language-arts-and-mathematics
http://www.engageny.org/resource/test-guides-for-english-language-arts-and-mathematics
http://www.engageny.org/resource/test-guides-for-english-language-arts-and-mathematics
http://www.engageny.org/resource/test-guides-for-english-language-arts-and-mathematics
http://www.engageny.org/resource/test-guides-for-english-language-arts-and-mathematics
http://www.engageny.org/resource/test-guides-for-english-language-arts-and-mathematics
http://www.engageny.org/resource/test-guides-for-english-language-arts-and-mathematics
http://www.engageny.org/resource/test-guides-for-english-language-arts-and-mathematics
http://www.engageny.org/resource/test-guides-for-english-language-arts-and-mathematics
http://www.engageny.org/resource/test-guides-for-english-language-arts-and-mathematics
http://www.engageny.org/resource/test-guides-for-english-language-arts-and-mathematics
http://www.engageny.org/resource/test-guides-for-english-language-arts-and-mathematics
http://www.engageny.org/resource/test-guides-for-english-language-arts-and-mathematics
http://www.engageny.org/resource/test-guides-for-english-language-arts-and-mathematics
http://www.engageny.org/resource/test-guides-for-english-language-arts-and-mathematics
http://www.engageny.org/resource/test-guides-for-english-language-arts-and-mathematics

