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1. Resourceful & Knowledgeable 

2. Strategic & Goal-Directed 

3. Purposeful & Motivated 
 







 

Curricula are disabled in WHO they can teach. 

Curricula are disabled in WHAT they can teach.  

Curricula are disabled in HOW they can teach.  

 



Universal 
Design for 
Instruction 

Equitable 
Use  

Design is useful 
to ALL 

 

Flexibility of 
Use 

Design 
accommodates a 
broad array of 

individual abilities 
and preferences  

Simple and 
Intuitive  

Straightforward 
and easy to 
understand 

Perceptible 
Information 

communicates 
necessary 

information to the 
user 

Tolerance 
for Error 

minimizes 
hazards and 

adverse 
consequences  

Low Physical 
Effort 

Used efficiently 
and 

comfortably 
with a 

minimum of 
fatigue 

Size and Space 
for Approach 

and Use 

Appropriate size 
and space are 
provided for 

approach, reach, 
etc.. 

Community of 
Learners 

Promotes 
interaction and 
communication 

Instructional 
Climate 

Instruction is 
welcoming and 

inclusive 



http://udlwheel.mdonlinegrants.org/  

http://udlwheel.mdonlinegrants.org/
http://udlwheel.mdonlinegrants.org/


What is your (or your students') present location?  

What is your (or your students') destination or goal?  

What is the best route for you (or your students) to reach that goal?  

 



 Element 1: Clear Goals 

 Element 2: Intentional Planning for Learner 

Variability 

 Element 3: Flexible Methods and Materials 

 Element 4: Timely Progress Monitoring 

 



 Step 1: Establish Clear Outcomes 

 Step 2: Anticipate Learner Variability 

 Step 3: Measurable Outcomes and 

Assessment Plan 

 Step 4: Instructional Experience 

 Step 5: Reflection and New Understandings 



Materials & Methods Potential Barriers/ 

Missed Opportunities 

UDL Solutions 

Printed textbook Kevin—Difficulty seeing 

small text 

 

Bill—Doesn’t tap his graphics 

skills 

 

 

Brian—Difficulty 

decoding/understanding 

word meaning  

-Electronic text with 

text-to-speech to read 

aloud 

-CD-ROM or online 

encyclopedia; Web page 

with collections of 

images 

-Spanish CD-ROM on 

flowers; link to Spanish 

Web site 

Lecture/whole class 

presentation 

Jose—Difficulty 

comprehending meaning 

 

Helen—Distracted, may miss 

info 

 

Kiwa—Distracted, may miss 

info  

-Provide Spanish/English 

key terms translations 

with text-to-speech  

 

-Provide Inspiration 

concept map of key 

ideas; eText outline with 

text to speech that 

students can access 



Materials & Methods Potential Barriers/ 

Missed Opportunities 

UDL Solutions 

Library research Brian—May have 

trouble keeping track.  

 

Kiwa—May not be able 

to abstract the 

project’s important 

content. 

Partially filled-in 

outlines; Web page 

with attached 

resources; collection 

of online resources, 

online or CD-ROM 

encyclopedia, linked 

to Inspiration outline 

of key project parts  

Create written report Sarita—Mechanics-

based difficulty 

expressing her ideas 

 

Jake—Format doesn’t 

tap artistic talent 

Word processor with 

spell check; talking 

word processor 

  

Graphics program—Kid 

Pix  



Materials & Methods Potential Barriers/ 

Missed Opportunities 

UDL Solutions 

Flower drawing 

 

Phillip—Drawing will be 

physically difficulty 

Word processing; 

selection of graphics to 

use in report 

 

Oral report on flower 

 

Jorge—Format doesn’t 

tap musical talent 

 

 

Brian—May be 

intimidated  

-Provide option of live 

or recorded music as 

part of demonstration 

 

-Pair Brian with James, 

who can support him 

while working  



Materials & Methods 

 

Potential Barriers/ 

Missed 

Opportunities 

 

UDL Solutions 

 

Independent project 

 

James—Context 

won’t draw on his 

leadership and 

collaboration skills. 

 

Helen—Could have 

difficulty working 

alone. 

 

 

 

Elizabeth—Deep 

knowledge of plants  

-Encourage James to 

support other 

students as they 

work  
 

-Be sure to find 

aspect of project of 

particular interest to 

Helen and check in 

frequently. Support 

presentation with 

notes 

-Pair Elizabeth with 

Jose to share her 

knowledge and 

enthusiasm 



Materials & Methods Potential Barriers/ 

Missed Opportunities 

UDL Solutions 



 Four highly interrelated components comprise a UDL 
curriculum:  

 

1. Goals are often described as learning expectations. They 
represent the knowledge, concepts, and skills all students 
should master, and are generally aligned to standards.  

2. Methods are generally defined as the instructional decisions, 
approaches, procedures, or routines that expert teachers use 
to accelerate or enhance learning. 

3. Materials are usually seen as the media used to present 
learning content and what the learner uses to demonstrate 
knowledge. 

4. Assessment is described as the process of gathering 
information about a learner’s performance using a variety of 
methods and materials in order to determine learners’ 
knowledge, skills, and motivation for the purpose of making 
informed educational decisions.  

Components of a UDL Curriculum: 
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